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Mongols. — In the Don Kosaks Government, 20,591. More 
in Astrakhan, but this is Asiatic. 

Greeks. — In Bessarabia, Ekaterinoslav, Podolia, Tauris, 
Kherson, Tshernigov, 46,773. 

Armenians. — In Ekaterinoslav (where they are most nu- 
merous), 14,931. In all, 37,676. 

Germans. — In almost every Government; in many cases 
{e. g., in Saratov, to the number of 62,000) true colonists. 

Swedes. — In the islands off Esthonia, 4,714. In all, 11,470. 

Albanians, etc. — In Bessarabia. 

French. — Ditto. 

Circassians. — In Don Kosaks. 

Jews. — a. Talmudic, upwards of 1,000,000, 

h. Karact. In Tauris, 4,198. In all near 6000. 

Gijpsies.—hi all, 48,000. 



IX. — On the Physical Character of the Natives of some parts 
of Italy, and of the Austrian Dominions, etc. By John 
Beddoe, B.A., M.D. 

Through the kindness of my friend Mr. Cull, I was enabled, 
about two years ago, to lay before this Society the results of 
my observations on the physical characters of the Ottoman 
Turks, Armenians, Greeks, and some other peoples of the 
Levant. Since that time, I have continued to make compara- 
tive observations on such European peoples as I have been able 
to visit, or as chance has thrown me among. Those whose 
results I have now to submit to the Society were made in 1866 
and 1857, during a residence of some months in Vienna, a short 
tour in Lombardy and Central Italy, an excursion to Pesth, 
and some other journeys. I cannot, therefore, lay claim to 
having enjoyed any very special opportunities for acquainting 
myself with the physical characteristics of the people of Austria 
and Italy j but, as I have endeavoured to turn those oppor- 
tunities to the best account, I hope to be able to furnish some 
trustworthy information on the subject. 

In these recent investigations, as in all previous ones, I have 
given my attention chiefly to the colours of the hair and of the 
iris, not because I originally entertained any exaggerated ideas 
as to their importance as indications of race, but because, though 
they are often talked about, and made the subject of sweeping 
generalisations, and the bases of ethnological theories, I could 
not discover that any systematic numerical observations had 
ever been made upon them. 
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I take notice of adults only, omitting children and youths, in 
whom the hair is never so dark as it subsequently becomes. I 
make no distinction between males and females, as light hair 
appears to be about equally common among the two sexes, and 
light eyes certainly are so. I make but three classes of eyes, 
viz. light, including blue and light grey ; dark, including black, 
brown, and hazel; and intermediate or neutral, comprising 
dark grey, green, and yellow. By a cross division founded on 
the hue of the hair, whether red, fair, brown, dark brown, or 
black, I obtain altogether fifteen classes, to one of which I have 
no difiiculty in referring any individual met with. 

I have not neglected to direct attention to other physical 
characteristics, such as the prevailing types of feature and forms 
of skull ; but as observations on such points are far more diffi- 
cult and uncertain, and cannot be brought to the test of num- 
bers and shewn in a tabular form, except on a comparatively 
small scale, I put forward any remarks on these matters with 
extreme diffidence. 

In no capital in Europe, probably, except Constantinople, 
does one find so heterogeneous a population as in Vienna. In 
spite of the excessive rate of mortality there, the population 
increases rapidly, by immigration, the current of which sets 
from the north and west. Of the women delivered in the great 
Lying-in Hospital at Vienna, in 1855, 44 per cent, were natives 
of Bohemia or Moravia, and only 6 of Hungary, though the 
frontier of that country is so near. The Bohemians and other 
Western Slaavs may therefore be very well studied at Vienna. 

Perhaps the fact which can be most confidently predicated 
concerning them is, that they are almost brachykephalic. The 
shape of their heads seems to correspond, for the most part, 
with that assigned by Eetzius to the Sclavonic race in general j 
and that of their faces with that by M. Edwards, as follows. 

" The contour of the head, viewed in front, approaches nearly 
to a square — the height surpasses a little the breadth ; the top 
is sensibly flattened, and the direction of the jaw is horizontal." 
(So far there is an agreement in all respects with the Roman 
type.) " The length of the nose is less than the distance from 
its base to the chin ; if it has any appreciable curvature, it is 
slightly concave and turned up ; the lower part is rather large, 
and the extremity rounded." (I cannot endorse this last point 
with any confidence.) " The eyes are on the same line, and, if 
they have any particular character, are small. The eyebrows 
are thin, and very near the eyes, particularly at the internal 
angle ; the mouth, which is not s^ient, has thin lips, and is 
placed near the nose." 
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In complexion I found them to be, as a rule, darker than the 
Germans. Black hair and black eyes, which are scarcely ever 
seen between the Elbe and the Rhine, unless in cities, are com- 
mon in Bohemia, while red hair is less frequent than in 
Germany. They agree, however, with the Germans in the 
frequency of a muddy yellow, or light hazel hue, of the iris, 
which is generally combined with light or brown hair. Bo- 
hemia is an elevated country, and the average annual tempera- 
ture is considerably less than that of Upper Austria and 
Bavaria in general ; nor can I see any reason for attributing this 
comparative darkness to any climatic agencies. I saw compa- 
ratively few Moravians, only about sixty. Many of them were 
black-haired, and nearly half had dark eyes. There was much 
diversity of feature among them : in some, the head approached 
a pyramidal form. Among the Horaks of the Bohemian border, 
I saw men with narrower faces, and long and well-shaped noses. 

Still further east lie the Slovaks, extending from the Danube 
along the Waag to the frontiers of Gallicia, and occupying 
isolated districts in the proper Modyar country. They have a 
very recognizable physical character, I cannot refrain from 
quoting Mr. Paget's description of them, which has been com- 
pared by Dr. Prichard with that of their supposed ancestors 
given by Procopius. " The Slovaks," says he, " are in general 
about the middle height, strongly formed, of a light complexion, 
with broad and coarse features, half shaded by their long 
flaxen hair. In some particular districts, there are found 
among them singularly fine and handsome men." He else- 
where excepts from this description the travelling tinkers and 
potters of Austria, who come from the neighbourhood of 
Treutsin, and whom he calls black haired. Dr. Bright, in his 
Travels in Hungary, speaks of the long, matted, black hair of 
the Slovaks, seen between Pressburg and Tyrnau. I unfor- 
tunately lost some notes taken in Hungary, and relating 
partly to the Slovaks seen there. In Vienna I noted only 
thirty, mostly Treutsiners ; and I did not observe much differ- 
ence between these and other Slovaks, except that they were, 
if possible, a shade dirtier. They all had rounder faces and 
heads than other Slavonians, with short, round, cocked noses ; 
light grey eyes and flaxen hair were very prevalent: out of 
thirty, nine had flaxen hair, and eighteen had light eyes. One, 
however, had black hair j and I suspect that further observa- 
tions would have shown that colour to be far from rare. The 
Treutsiners are the most picturesque figures to be seen in 
Vienna, and are known at a glance by their broad, slouched 
hats, sandals, and ragged brown cloaks ; by their lazy, slouching 
gait, careless expression, and peculiar physiognomy. 
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Silesians are numerous in Vienna ; many of them resemble 
the Slovaks ; but black or blackish hair seems more common 
among them, as it certainly is among the Poles, and the Russ- 
niaks of Gallicia, where it seems to amount to more than twelve 
per cent. 

That the population of Saxony and Brandenburg — though 
for centuries they have called themselves Germans and used 
that language — are in blood more Slavon than Teuton, does 
not, I think, admit of any doubt. It is impossible that Ger- 
many Proper, incessantly harassed and depopulated as it was 
by intestine warfare, can have sent across the Elbe and Saale, 
in the course of three or four centuries, a number of emigrants 
sufficient to swamp the native population of these extensive 
provinces, as well as to furnish a military aristocracy to Prussia 
and Livonia. In Altenburg and the Lausitz communities of 
acknowledged Wends subsist to this day j but the intervening 
Saxons, and the German-speaking people of Brandenburg, 
have the appearance of being very near akin to them. The 
prevailing form of cranium, even at Berlin and Leipsic, ap- 
peared to me to be Slavonic, and perhaps more generally than 
at Dresden, Meissen, and Wittenberg, as though the Germans 
had made haste to occupy the more important positions and 
richer lands along the Elbe. In all these places the compara- 
tive rarity of red, and frequency of dark brown and even 
black hair, confirm, if it need confirmation, the Slavonism of 
the inhabitants. 

It may be well to speak here of the eastern branch of the 
Slaves, of which, however, I have seen comparatively little. 
The few Russians I have notes of were mostly Great Russians, 
from Moscow, Kaluga, and the neighbouring governments. 
They exhibited the Slavonian type, as already described, in 
perfection ; as for their complexion, by far the greater part had 
grey eyes and brown hair ; but several had brown eyes and 
dark hair. 

On the coast of Thrace, somewhere north of Constantinople, 
is a colony of Cossacks who fled from their country, I believe, 
towards the end of the last century, and were settled on the 
Black Sea by the Porte. I once met with a party of them at 
Constantinople, whither they bring from time to time the pro- 
duce of their fisheries. They were very fine men, square of 
body and square efface j their eyes were light, and hair brown. 
The Bulgarians are tolerably numerous in and ai'ound Con- 
stantinople. Those I saw were mostly well-grown men, with 
features rather Tartar than Slavonic, the prominent cheekbone 
being more common than the square jaw. Some had blue 
eyes, and brown, or even flaxen hair ; but more were swarthy, 
with dark-brown or blackish hair. Of Bosnians I saw a few. 



Dr. J. Beddoe on the Natives of Italy, etc. 115 

who were all square made, burly men, with oval or squarish 
faces, not in the least like those of the Ottomans, whom they 
agree with in religion and resemble in dress. Light eyes and 
brown hair preponderated among them over darker hues. 
Most of the few Croats I have seen, on the other hand, were 
dark-complexioned, and had oval faces and regular features. 
The personal descriptions given of the Croats by travellers 
differ so remarkably, that I suspect great physiognomical differ- 
ences must exist between different districts in Croatia. 

In Carniola I noted about one hundred and thirty indivi- 
duals ; a sufficient number to found a pretty decided opinion 
upon. They were of tall stature. A Carinthian gentleman, 
who took some interest in ethnological subjects, told me that in 
his (the neighbouring) province, the people of German blood 
were of shorter and thicker build, and generally of lighter 
complexion. The heads of the Carniolans, as well as their 
faces, are of an oblong form ; in complexion they are not, as I 
expected to find them, notably darker than the Bohemians. 

Speaking generally of all the Slavonic tribes I have had op- 
portunities of observing, but with reference to their com- 
plexional characters only, I should say, that they differ from 
the Germanic race in the frequency of black and the rarity of 
red hair ; and from the British, Walloon, and most other sup- 
posed Kelts, in the smaller proportion of light and of dark- 
grey eyes, and generally speaking, of red hair, though that is 
rare also among the Walloons. The Celtic combination of 
light eyes with dark hair and eyelashes, is seldom seen among 
the Slaves. 

I come now to the Modyors, or Hungarians Proper ; and 
much regret that I have so few data whereon to rest my 
opinions concerning them. As I have already stated, they are 
not numerous in Vienna; but I inspected about forty of them 
in the military hospital there. Subsequently, I made an ex- 
cursion to Pesth ; and though that is to a great extent a Ger- 
manized city, there and at Waitzen I took note of a consider- 
able number of persons. These notes were unfortunately lost 
before I could look over and make abstiacts of them. The 
Modyors occupy in Europe an ethnological position somewhat 
similar to that of the Ottoman Turks j and a similar difference 
exists in the opinions entertained by ethnologists as to the phy- 
sical character of these two races, and in the theories which 
have been founded on these opinions. Dr. Prichard says of 
them, — " In the course of a thousand years " — that is, since 
their occupation of Hungary, — "they have become a hand- 
some people, of fine stature, and regular European features, 
and have the complexion prevalent in that part of Europe 
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where they dwell." He, however, quotes Mr. Paget's account 
of them, who speaks of their very dark hair. Compare this 
account with that of Edwards, which agrees better with that 
given by most travellers, of the majority of the people. " In 
the Magyar," says he, " the head is nearly round ; forehead 
little developed, low, and bending ; eyes placed obliquely, the 
external angle elevated ; nose short and flat ; mouth prominent 
and lips thick j neck very strong, so that the back of the head 
appears flat, forming almost a straight line with the nape; 
beard weak and scattering ; stature short." Another observant 
author, though allowing them a tall stature, speaks of their 
small eyes, prominent brows and high cheekbones ; and many 
speak of a Tatar-like physiognomy. My own observations, 
so far as they went, tended to convince me of the general cor- 
rectness of Edwards' description. Without having any par- 
ticular grounds to offer for my belief, I suspect that the tall 
Hungarian grenadiers, of whom we have all heard, may have 
been drawn from among the southern Slaves, or from other 
districts, wholly or partially non-Modyar.* Oblique eyes are 
certainly very common, as they are among the Osmanli. At 
Waitzen I was pai'ticularly struck with the frequency of this 
peculiarity, with the breadth of the cheekbones, and the 
general resemblance of the people to the Anatolian Turks, 
with whose features I was familiar. I see no reason for 
ascribing this to an infusion of Turkish blood, during the wars 
of the great Suleiman and his successors. These were not of 
a nature such as would introduce a new population ; moreover, 
they were carried on to a great extent by Bosnian and Arnaut 
Mussulmans, and half-Slavonic Janissaries. But I suppose 
there can be little doubt that the Khazars, and at a later period, 
the Kumans, brought into Hungary a considerable amount of 
Turkish blood ; and with all deference to Dr. Latham, there 
seems no reason to doubt that they, as well as the Ugrians, 
brought with them their wives and families, according to the 
custom of Oriental nomads. The previous population of the 
plains of Hungary, whether Avar, Gepid, or Slavonian, was 
probably very scanty ; but intermixture with Slavon and Ger- 
man blood would, no doubt, take place to a considerable ex- 
tent, especially during the tenth century, when the nation was 
eminently aggressive. We have now, therefore, to deal with a 
population originally Turk and Ugrian, but strongly crossed 
with Slavonic and slightly with Germanic blood. And it cer- 
tainly seems to me that the present characters of the race may 
be accounted for by this descent, without attributing much to 
influence of a European climate and European civilization on 

* Count Pulszky told me they were mostly Slovaks. 
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the barbarians of the Ural. The round head of the modern 
Magyar is a sort of compromise between the square one of the 
Slave, and the pyramidal one of the pure Turk. 

I think people are apt to be misled when they hear the Hun- 
garians spoken of as a handsome people, by the idea that, to a 
European eye, no other than a European type of beauty is 
possible. This is certainly an error. Pallas says he saw, even 
among the Kalmucks, men whom he considered handsome. 
And I have myself observed among the Turkomans of Anatolia 
men whose skulls and features were of distinctly Turanian 
type, but who were considered by myself and other Englishmen 
to possess a high degree of manly beauty. The prevailing 
complexion among the Hungarians I saw was decidedly dark ; 
but, as has been well remarked by a previous observer, the 
shade does not resemble those that prevail in southern Europe, 
In the peasant women it is a ruddy brown, by no means to be 
called olive. Dark eyes are as numerous as light ones, and 
those of a dark-grey, neutral tint are particularly common ; 
indeed, the combination of dark grey eyes with dark hair, 
■which is so often seen among the Irish, is more common in 
Hungary and Lower Austria than in any other country or dis- 
trict I have ever visited. As among the Bulgarians, light hair 
is by no means uncommon in persons considered to be of pure 
blood ; but dark brown prevails, and black is more common 
than anywhere else north of the Alps, except among the Crim 
Tartars. Red is very rare. 

The population of Lower Austria, or at all events of its 
eastern part, is a peculiar one. There are some circumstances 
in its history which would lead one to think it possible that 
traces of the Avar blood might be present here. Up to the 
year T36 the Avars, having entered into possession of the lands 
vacated by the emigration of the Lombards, retained the whole 
country east of the Enns. In that year the Bavarians drove 
them from the Enns, and beyond the hilly region of the Kah- 
lenberg, a little to the west of Vienna. Here the boundary 
long remained ; and here was drawn the outermost of the nine 
fortified rings, pierced and destroyed by Charlemagne. In the 
beginning of the ninth century the subjugated Avars, hai*assed 
by their former subjects, the Slovaks, sought and obtained per- 
mission to settle in the march of Austria ; and here lands were 
assigned to them, divided into two districts, of which the 
eastern (according to Thierry) was called Avaria, and the 
western, Hunnia. These Avar settlers were perhaps incorpo- 
rated by the next wave of eastern conquerors, the Modyars ; 
at all events, it was not until the year 1050 that the country 
between the Kahlenberg and the Leitha was finally detached 
from Hungary. It was in the eastern part of Lower Austria 
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that those two remarkable crania were discovered, which are 
by some supposed to have been the skulls of Avars, and of 
which, under that name. Dr. Fitzinger of Vienna has published 
an account, illustrated with drawings. 

Now, the present inhabitants of this district, whatever else 
they may be, are certainly not Germans ; at least if we allow 
them to be so, we must wholly disregard the evidence furnished 
by their physical character. Their skulls appeared to me for 
the most part rather short antero-posteriorly ; and in some 
there was an evident approach to the pyramidal form. The 
face and cheekbones were rather broad, and the eyes small and 
deep-set. The complexion was often dark, the hair generally 
so ; and the number of light scarcely exceeded that of dark 
eyes. Eyes of neutral tint were very common, as was the 
combination of dark grey eyes with dark hair, which I have 
mentioned as so remarkably frequent in Hungary. The na- 
tives of Vienna itself are more often fair, and German features 
are more common there. 

In Italy I had not the advantage which Vienna had afforded, 
in its huge civil and military hospitals, of ascertaining the place 
of birth of every person noted ; moreover, the bulk of my 
observations were made in large cities, where the population is 
much more mixed and migratory. I should be disposed to 
arrange the Italians I saw into six classes, founded on the di- 
versities of their crania, features, and complexions. These 
classes would include — 1. The People of Venice and Padua ; 
2. The Piedmontese, with the Lombards and Genoese, and 
perhaps also the Florentines. 3. Those of Kome, Tivoli, Fra- 
scati, Albano, etc. 4. Those of Fondi, Itri, Mola, and the 
country thence to Capua and Naples. 5. Those of Naples, 
Sorrento, Salerno, etc. 6. The Maltese. 

1. The Venetian type is familiar to most of us, as rendered in 
portraits and historical pieces by well-known painters of the 
local school. These exhibit square and heavy frames, bulky 
and full of flesh, as might beseem the citizens of a rich and 
luxurious republic. Now-a-days, wealth and luxury have de- 
parted from Venice ; nowhere are the wages of labour lower, 
or the people much more poorly fed ; yet the physical type is 
much the same as it was then. The head is short, quite Sla- 
vonian in form J the face rather oblong than oval, with full cheeks 
and heavy jaws ; the nose is rarely arched. The frame of body 
corresponds to the face. Has the mild, humid climate aught 
to do with all this ? I cannot say, not knowing any other dis- 
trict fitted to supply us with a comparative test. But standing 
on the Eiva dei Schiavoni (the Slavonian Quay), and observing 
how the Slaves of Dalmatia and Istria presented a very similar 
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physical type, and how this was common to most other Slavo- 
nians, and considering that the lower orders of Venice must 
have been continually recruited from the opposite coast, I could 
not help attributing it, in part at least, to another cause, and 
wondering whether the resemblance of the names Veneti and 
Venedi was really anything more than a chance coincidence. 
If I may judge from only one hundred individuals noted, the 
Venetians have darker hair than many other Italians ; and 
dai'k eyes preponderate more here than anywhere else, except 
about Rome and at Malta. 

2. In Lombardy and Piedmont, what Edwards calls the 
Cimbrian type, with elongated skull, face, and nose, seems to 
predominate. In Verona, if anywhere, one may ima^ne he 
sees indications of the true Lombard race. Regarding the 
Genoese as Ligurians, and suspecting the Ligurians to have 
been an Allophylian race, I expected to find them very different 
in appearance from the mainly Celtic Lombards, the difference 
exhibiting itself partly in a shorter and broader form of skull 
and face, with lower forehead and blacker hair. I could not, 
however, make out any very great difference. But in the 
market-place of Novi, and on the line of railway leading 
thence to Genoa, I saw a good number of peasants answering 
to the description just given. Mrs. Gray says, the Tuscan 
peasants resemble their ancestors, or predecessors, as portrayed 
in some Etruscan tombs. Speaking of some vases, etc., found 
at Clusium, she says : — " What stamps these faces with the 
highest interest is the fact, that they preserve the very same 
character of countenance which distinguishes the Tuscans of 
the present day, of whom they are certainly the types, if not 
the direct ancestors. The vertical diameter of the head is 
short ; the ears somewhat high, the forehead broad and low, 
the nose aquiline, and the chin rounded." I thought the Flo- 
rentines rather more resembled the Piedmontese than the 
Romans. The eyes are very often light in this division: in 
Lombardy and parts of Piedmont the light eyes amount, appa- 
rently, to nearly half the whole number. This does not apply 
to Genoa, and still less to Florence. The hair is lighter than 
in the other divisions, except the fourth. Red hair is, perhaps, 
not quite so rare as elsewhere ; but indeed it is so exceptional 
in Italy, that meeting with it at all may be regarded as 
accidental. 

8. The Roman type is pretty well known. In this division 
the hair and eyes are generally very dark ; perhaps this is not 
so notable at Frascati, which was a Tuscan colony, and seems 
never to have received a new population. 

Beyond Terracina, we enter on the 4th division, which ex- 
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tends all the way to Naples. I will not attempt any descrip- 
tion of the physiognomy that prevails in this region ; and will 
only say, that the faces are less broad and less strongly marked 
than those seen in and near Rome, and that many of them have 
nothing of what we are accustomed to call Italian about them. 
But what I can state positively is, that everywhere along the 
Terracina and Naples road, but most of all at Mola di Gaeta, 
the complexions are fairer, and the hair lighter, than in any 
part of Italy that I visited. At Mola, black hair amounted to 
less than 150 per mille j while at Venice, Velletri, Tivoli, and 
Terracina, it was as much as 400. As I first observed the 
phenomenon at Fondi, which is situated in a low, marshy, ma- 
larious plain, I was inclined to atti'ibute it to local causes j but 
when the same thing was observed at Itri, among the hills, at 
Mola, on the coast, and on the Campanian hills, I was obliged 
to abandon that idea. So far as I know, there is no particular 
reason to suspect the presence here of any intruding race of 
xanthous complexion, rormiee may have been a Greek colony, 
but that would not help us much. I found in a German guide- 
book a statement, that Gaeta was remarkable for its blonde 
population ; but I did not visit that place, and do not know 
whether such is the case. I have not been able to find any 
allusion to this remarkable fact in any English work, though I 
have consulted a good many. 

5. On the shores of the Bay of Naples, and about Salerno, 
the hair, eyes, and complexion grow darker again, though with 
more exceptions than in the neighbourhood of Rome. 

6. My last division contains the Maltese only, — a distinct 
people, who cannot with strict propriety be styled Italians, as 
they difier from that nation as much in language as in physical 
character. Neither do they resemble in person the Moors of 
the o^jposite African coast, to whose language their own is more 
allied. I had a good opportunity of satisfying myself on this 
point.as Valetta, when I was there, was full of Tunisian and other 
Moorish pilgrims, waiting an opportunity to ship themselves 
for Egypt and perform the haj. Their tall forms and fine 
Arab countenances were not less different from the short, un- 
shapely figures, round heads, and broad faces of the Maltese, 
than were the flowing garments of the former from the scanty 
and succinct ones of the latter. The roundness of the Maltese 
heads, and the flatness of their occiputs, were corroborated by 
a visit to a hatter's shop. Though very low in stature, the 
Maltese have large hands and feet. They are of very dark 
complexion, and a large majority of them have black hair and 
very dark eyes. 
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